We were deeply saddened by the news that our scientific mentor, Prof. Peter Hausen, passed away on May 28th of this year.
Peter Hausen began his scientific career as a Ph.D. student with Werner Schä fer at the former Max-Planck-Institute (MPI) for Virology in Tü bingen, completing his thesis on the molecular biology of the mouse encophalomyelitis virus in 1961. After a stay at the Weizmann Institute as visiting scientist, he became ''Assistant'' at the MPI for Biology in the Department of Wolfgang Beermann. There, he moved on to study lymphocyte differentiation and later the regulation of transcription in eukaryotic cells. In the course of this work, he discovered RNaseH, which has become an indispensable tool in molecular biology. In 1973, he became Director of the Department of Cell Biology at the very same MPI for Virology where he received his Ph.D. As the Institute changed its course and entered into the field of developmental biology -and actually renamed itself MPI for Developmental Biology -the Hausen department also engaged in a new enterprise. Peter Hausen's decision to study early development in the frog, Xenopus, gave a big boost to amphibian developmental biology in Germany, a field of research which had formerly flourished in this country. Former students of Peter Hausen hold now positions at various Universities in Germany and abroad. Apart from numerous research publications, Hausen's Atlas of Xenopus Development provided a lasting contribution to this field.
Peter Hausen as a person and Peter Hausen as a scientist appeared to be very much the same. His insistence that science is an integral part of culture certainly contributed to this perception. At any one of the regular five o'clock coffee breaks which assembled the whole Hausen lab in the seminar room and later in a re-dedicated greenhouse, disputes could transit easily from what would be good controls in the next experiments, to the epistemology of biological sciences, to interpretations of ''Don Quichote'', one of his favourite pieces of literature, to the role of the Green Party in German politics. Needless to say that, for better or worse, we were not always back at the bench after half an hour. But we were young, and we were shaping our views of the world.
How to deal with complexity is an acute challenge in many of the sciences, certainly in biology, and the response to this challenge characterizes a scientist quite well. For Peter Hausen, complexity was probably the primary feature of the world. He was amazed by it and perhaps in awe of it. Consequently, he passionately objected to simplifications. A sure way to enter into a long, coffee-annihilating discussion with him was to casually drop a phrase like ''gene so-and-so MAKES the head'' -since, of course, the head of any animal was infinitely complex, and the action of a gene in this or any other context had to be very, very indirect. Another manifestation of his deep appreciation of complexity was Peter Hausen's interest in ecological problems and in conservation. A fine testimony to how serious he was about this issue is his engagement within the Max-Planck-Society which led to the founding of the MPI for Chemical Ecology in Jena.
His love of complexity may have caused him to adopt a good degree of scepticism as to what scientific methodology could ultimately achieve in biology. For enthusiastic, aspiring young students about to enter science this could be challenging at times, but then, after a few more of those long and engaging discussions, it dawned on us that at the heart of the matter we all shared the same amazement about a universe that we had the privilege to behold together, for a while. Thank you, Peter.
Rudi Winklbauer (University of Toronto)
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